
October 2, 2011  

The Speed of Dark by Elizabeth Moon 

In the near future, disease will be a condition of 
the past. Most genetic defects will be removed at 
birth; the remaining during infancy. Unfortunately, 
there will be a generation left behind. For 
members of that missed generation, small 
advances will be made. Through various programs, 
they will be taught to get along in the world 
despite their differences. They will be made active 
and contributing members of society. But they will 
never be normal. 

Lou Arrendale is a member of that lost generation, 
born at the wrong time to reap the awards of 
medical science. Part of a small group of high-
functioning autistic adults, he has a steady job with 
a pharmaceutical company, a car, friends, and a 
passion for fencing. Aside from his annual visits to 
his counselor, he lives a low-key, independent life. 
He has learned to shake hands and make eye 
contact. He has taught himself to use “please” and 
“thank you” and other conventions of conversation 
because he knows it makes others comfortable. He 
does his best to be as normal as possible.  But then 
his quiet life comes under attack. 

Discussion facilitated by Dawn Haeger 

 

 

November 6, 2011   

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks  

In 1996, as rare book expert Dr. Hanna Heath 
examines the Sarajevo Haggadah, an illuminated 
Hebrew manuscript from 15th century Spain, she 
carefully removes a series of artifacts that, under 
laboratory examination, will offer insight into the 
remarkable journey of this unusual text. 

Discussion facilitated by Mary Boynton 

 

 

December 4, 2011  

Dear Senator by Essie Washington-Williams 
and Wm.Stadiem   

The astonishing story of Senator Strom Thurmond's 
love child with a black woman, who did not come 
out with her story until after his death when she 
was a grandmother. The story has some real twists 
and casts ole Thurmond in a very different light. 

Facilitated by Laurie Closson 

 

 

January 8, 2012  

Meant to Be  by Walter Anderson 

Anderson grew up on the "wrong side of the 
tracks" in Mount Vernon, New York, the youngest 
child of an alcoholic, abusive father. He escaped his 
situation by quitting high school at sixteen to join 
the Marines. Four years later, while on leave to 
attend his father's funeral, he stuns his mother 

with a question that has inexplicably haunted him 
since he was a small boy.  

Facilitated by Bea Waller 

 

February 12, 2012 

Beginner’s Grace by Kate Braestrup 

Prayer is an ancient and simple way to prepare 
yourself for grace, or love, and to learn to 
recognize it when it comes. Even the briefest 
"grace" spoken before dinner offers its time-
honored wisdom. Yet in spite of hundreds of 
traditions and teachings and books about prayer, 
millions of Americans have become ambivalent 
about it. They are unsure how, when, where, and 
even why they might pray, afraid they’ll do it 
wrong, or worried that they won’t be heard. 

Facilitated by Rich Closson 

 

 

March 4, 2012 

Half Broke Horses   by Jeannette Walls   

For the first 10 years of her life, Lily Casey Smith, 
the narrator of this true-life novel by her 
granddaughter, Walls, lived in a dirt dugout in west 
Texas. Walls, whose megaselling memoir, The Glass 
Castle, recalled her own upbringing, writes in what 
she recalls as Lily's plainspoken voice, whose recital 
provides plenty of drama and suspense as she 
ricochets from one challenge to another. Having 
been educated in fits and starts because of her 



parents' penury, Lily becomes a teacher at age 15 
in a remote frontier town she reaches after a solo 
28-day ride. Marriage to a bigamist almost saps her 
spirit, but later she weds a rancher with whom she 
shares two children and a strain of plucky 
resilience.   Lily is a spirited heroine, fiercely 
outspoken against hypocrisy and prejudice, a 
rodeo rider and fearless breaker of horses, and a 
ruthless poker player. Assailed by flash floods, 
tornados and droughts, Lily never gets far from 
hardscrabble drudgery in several states—New 
Mexico, Arizona, Illinois—but hers is one of those 
heartwarming stories about indomitable women 
that will always find an audience. 

Discussion facilitated by Iris Shalit 

 

April 1, 2012   

The Art of Racing in the Rain:   A Novel  
by Garth Stein 

A heart-wrenching but deeply funny and ultimately 
uplifting story of family, love, loyalty, and hope--a 
captivating look at the wonders and absurdities of 
human life . . . as only a dog could tell it. 

Discussion facilitated by Peg Rowe 

 

 

May 6, 2012   

Speaking Christian: Why Christian 
Words Have Lost Their Meaning and 
Power – And How They Can Be Restored   
by Marcus J. Borg     

Modern Christians are steeped in a language so 
distorted that it has become a stumbling block to 
the religion, says internationally renowned Bible 
scholar Marcus J. Borg. Borg argues that 
Christianity’s important words, and the sacred 
texts and stories in which those words are 
embedded, have been narrowed by a modern 
framework. Here, Borg employs the “historical-
metaphorical” method for understanding Christian 
language that can restore for us these words of 
power and transformation. In Speaking Christian, 
Borg delivers a language for twenty-first-century 
Christians that grounds the faith in its deep and 
rich original roots and allows it once again to 
transform our lives. 

Discussion facilitated by Dawn Haeger 

 

 

June 3, 2012  

City of Thieves   by David Benioff 

 It sounds great and fun. Funny, thrilling and at 
times, terrifying.  A cinematic World War II 
adventure and an intimate coming of age story 
with an utterly contemporary feel for how boys 
become men. 

Discussion facilitated by  TBD 

 

Do you have a suggested book title for the 
2012-2013 First Sunday Books reading 
list?  Pass on your suggestions to Peg 
Rowe or any of the discussion leaders. 

First Sunday Books                 2011-2012 

First Presbyterian Church 
455 Scotland St., Dunedin FL 34698 

Find us on the internet www.fpcdunedin.org and 
facebook or call for information!  727-733-2318   

 

 

 
 

 

You will not want to miss this exciting 
season of reading and book discussion.  
You are welcome to any and all of the First 
Sundays and please bring a friend. 
NEWCOMERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 
We meet at 7:00 p.m. on the dates listed 
inside this brochure. The meetings are 
held in the Church Library.  We hope to 
see you there. 

http://www.fpcdunedin.org/

